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Every year since 1977 International Museum Day is organised WorldWide. | [c 
International Museum Day (IMD) is an international day a celebration that 
held every year on or around 18 May, coordinated by the International Council 
of Museums (ICOM). The event highlights a specific theme that changes every 
year and that is at the heart of the international museum community's 


preoccupations. 


The IMD provides the opportunity for museum professionals to meet the public 
and alert them as to the challenges that museums face. Indeed, following the 
definition of museums provided by ICO M, a museum is a non-profit, 
permanent institution in the service of society and its development, open to the 
public, which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits the 
tangible and intangible heritage of humanity and its environment for the 
purposes of education, study and enjoyment. International Museum Day 
therefore serves as a platform to raise public awareness on the role museums 












play inthe development of society today, on an international level. 


The theme of International Museum Day 2017 is Museums and contested 
histories: Saying the unspeakable in museums. a 


This theme focuses on the role of museums that, by working to benefit society, 
become hubs for promoting peaceful relationships between people. It also 
highlights how the acceptance of a contested history is the first step in 
envisioning a shared future under the banner of reconciliation. 





By choosing to say the unspeakable in museums, the theme of IMD 2017 looks 
at how to understand the incomprehensible aspects of the contested histories , 
inherent to the human race. It also encourages museums to play an active role in 
peacefully addressing traumatic histories through mediation and multiple 
points of view. 
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MESSAGE 


1 am happy to learn that the Department of 
Archives, Archaeology and Museums is shortly 
observing the "International Museum Day" when SPS 
Museum, Srinagar, and Dogra Art Museum Mubarak 
Mandi, Jammu, shall celebrate this important event 
with discussions on “Museums and Contested 
Histories: Saying the Unspeakable in Museums’. 


Celebration of the International Museum Day shall 
highlight the important role of museums in preserving 
our heritage and the invaluable traditions of religious, 
social and cultural harmony which marked the 
functioning of our communities in the centuries past. 


I believe that the celebration of such events goes a 
long way in reviving the spirit of brotherhood and 
communal harmony. 


; I wish Mr. M.S. Zahid, Director Department of 
Archives, Archaeology and Museums, high success in his 
endeavours. 


11% May, 2017 (N.N. Vohra) 
Srinagar. 
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Ms. Mehbooba Mufti 
Chief Minister 
Jammu and Kashmir 


MESSAGE 


I am glad to know that on the occasion of International 
Museum Day on 18“ May, 2017, the Department of 


Archives, Archaeology and Museums is organizing 
special exhibitions to showcase the precious collections 
preserved in our state museums. 


] am confident that such exhibitions will generate 
interest among the people about our rich past and 
sensitize them about preservation of our heritage. 


I am hopeful that such exhibitions will encourage more 
and more people to visit our state museums to learn 
about our history and heritage. 


Jammu 
18th May, 2017 


(M ooba Mufti) 
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SMT. PRIYA SETHI 

Hon'ble Minister of State for Education, 
Technical Education, Culture, Tourism, 
Horticulture, Floriculture and Parks 


MESSAGE 


On this International Museum Day, Jammu & Kashmir, pauses with the rest of the world to 
reflect on the value and contribution of Museums to people in their various sectors and 


communities. In doing so | wish to laud the international council of Museum (ICOM) for 
their global leadership in this activity as well as for the timely and significantly meaningful 
theme being promoted for this year's observance “ Museums and contested Histories: 
saying the unspeakable in Museums." 


By choosing to say the Unspeakable in Museums, the theme looks at how to understand the 
incomprehensible aspects of the contested histories inherent to the human race. Being a 
tool for creating peaceful communities, Museums are an important means of cultural 


exchange and development of mutual understanding, cooperation and peace among 
people. 


On this Day | invite , cultural institutions of all types around the state to join in this 
celebration, which will focus on the link allowing for a vision of the future above and beyond 
taboo subjects and towards a better understanding of one another. Ns 


Srinagar a Sethi) 


18" May 2017 
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Chief Secretary 
Jammu and Kashmir 


MESSAGE 


I am pleased to know that the Department of Archives, Archaeology 
and Museums, Jammu and Kashmir is organizing Exhibition-cum- 
Seminar on the theme *Museums and Contested Histories: Saying 
the unspeakable in Museums" at S.P.S. Museum Lal Mandi, 
Srinagar and Dogra Art Museum, Mubarak Mandi Jammu to 
commemorate the International Museum Day on May 18, 2017. 





Museums have a profound role in linking the present with our past. 
Museums not only provide a source of recreation but also valuable 
information relating to human civilization. The event will provide the 
Department to show case its activities and antique collections in the 
shape of coins, armoury, paintings, textiles, manuscripts etc. 





It is our hope that people will visit the State Museums in large 
numbers and encourage the activities of the Department to upgrade 
the existing facilities. 


Chief Secretary 
Srinagar 
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Ms. Dilshad Khan, IAS 
Secretary to Government, 

Department of Culture 
Srinagar/Jammu (J&K). 


The International Museum day is celebrated every year on May 18% to highlight 
the importance of our heritage and the need for its preservation. It also provides us an 
occasion to think about and plan how best we can pass on this magnificent legacy on 


to our future generations. 


The state of J&K has rich cultural heritage, splendid traditions, earliest written 
history, magnificent monuments and ancient shrines that speak volumes about its 
glorious and diverse legacy. Each of the three regions of the State, Viz. Jammu, Kashmir 
and Ladakh have their own cultural treasures trove that attracts travellers, scholars 
and tourists in great numbers. There is need to create awareness among people about 


the importance of this heritage. 


I am pleased to know that the department of Archives, Archaeology and 
Museums is celebrating International Museum Day on the theme “Museums and 
contested histories: Saying the unspeakable in Museums” by organizing special 
exhibitions on the theme to commemorate the International Museum Day. I am 
confident that this would generate interest among people, especially the young 


generation, in our glorious heritage and sensitize them towards its protection. 





Srinagar (Ms. Dil. Khan, IAS) 
18th May 2017 ; 





M.S ZAHID 

Director 

Archives, Archaeology and 
Museums, J&K. Government. 


MESSAGE 


The International Museum Day is celebrated globally on 18th May 
2017 on the theme "Museums and contested Histories: Saying the unspeakable in 
Museums". The Department of Archives Archaeology and Museums J&K is 


organizing an exhibition cum seminar on the 18th May 2017 at SPS Museums 
Srinagar. 


Museums are recognized as educational institutions in the informal 
senses of the word. They are rather sources of intellectual stimulations and 
entertainment for research scholars or students. Museum have been popular means 
of communicating ideas about ones traditions, cultural achievements, of our own as 
well as of other people and about the modern sciences. 


The main objective of celebrating the International Museum Day is to 
engage visitors in learning experiences to enhance their interest and education on 
their objects and collections. 


Museums play a vital role in education and cultural tourism 
development. I appeal to all especially students to make the best use of the services 
that department of Archives Archaeology & Museums J&K provides in its museums 
at SPS Museum Lalmnadi Srinagar and Dogra Art Museum Jammu 


А Director 
Archives, Archaeology & Museums, 


Place: Srinagar 
Dated: 18th May 2017 
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The Department of Archives Archaeology and Museums J&K Government is a 
conglomerate of three main departments i.e. Archives, Archaeology and 
Museums. The department is mainly established to preserve the heritage of the 
Jammu and Kashmir State in any form. Accordingly it has been organizing 
seminars exhibitions, workshops related to our culture and cultural heritage of 
the state for promotion of the heritage. The department has also pride of 
discovering ancient sites of glorious past which throw enough light on our 
history and cultural heritage which in turn gained praise and appreciations from 
all over the country. An attempt has been made in this book to make people 
aware about the potential of the museums as resource centres, for students, 





artists, archaeologists, conservationists, literary persons, literate and common 
man to have education and enjoyment. Museums are repository of tangible 
heritage, as the artefacts are carefully selected and painstakingly exhibited as 
they provide us the glimpse of our great heritage in the best possible уау. 
Museum galleries аге repositories of learning through hundreds of years of 
history ora peepin to kaleidoscope of culture in all its diversities. 


The publication would give extensive and useful information about the history, 
objects and artefacts of the museums in the state and museum movement the 
state, and about all working of the department of last mai ly years as the 
department was in oblivion and have been in focus for last ten years, when the 
departmental activities like seminars, workshops and calendaring helped the 
department to reach to the people. The publication is hoped to be useful to both 
experts and general readers to be liked by all. 
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A Museum is an institution that cares for a collection of artefacts and other 
objects of artistic, cultural, historical, or scientific importance. Many public 
museums make these items available for public viewing through exhibits that 
may be permanent or temporary. The largest museums are located in major 
cities throughout the world, while thousands of local museums exist in smaller 
cities, towns and rural areas. Museums have varying aims, ranging from serving 
researchers and specialists to serving the general public. The goal of serving 
researchers is increasingly shifting to serving the general public. 


Museum are an important means of cultural exchange, enrichment of cultural 
and development of mutual understanding co-operation and peace among 
people one of the fundamental responsibilities of Museum is to preserve the 
collections in its charge like, stone sculptures, metal images, gold silver & copper 
ware, textiles, wooden objects, terracotta, numismatics, art objects, paintings, 
manuscripts etc. The backbone of a Museum is its collection and naturally their 
safety and preservation should be very much the concern of the Museums 
department and its Administrative Secretariat. The State of Jammu & Kashmir 
has two State Level Museums one each at Srinagar & Jammu. 
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MUSEUM MOVEMENT IN 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR STATE 














By M.S. Zahid 


As it is known to you all, the state of Jammu and Kashmir is amply possessed of 
the Archaeological wealth and the land has not been described as heaven on 
earth in view of its poetic beauty only but we may call it a heaven of 
archaeological importance also. To begin with, we can proudly refer to the 
recorded literary treasure in Sanskrit, and other oriental languages. Historically 
speaking Sanskrit language was once a flourishing fountain head of this 
monumental land. It is in this context that even today Kalhan, the eminent 
Kashmiri historian of ancient age is remembered for this Raj Tarangnie, which 
isthe first recorded history of thisland. 





Ex a um. Pa Y КОЕ 


Punch Mukha Painting 19“ Century A.D 


With the advancement of times this land of great scholars, poets and preachers 
was recipient of other socio-cultural and literary trends from near and distant 
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ibuti iftment of 
lands cumulative impact of their contribution towards the cultural e. 
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oreigner's to this land in bulk and were impr 
J&K State that foreigner's came r iun 
with the unexplored wealth and beauty of the region that their uere ш 
witness to their high esteem for the land in view of its fauna and flor 


innumerable sites of archaeological significance. 








Sir John Marshal 


The pioneering work in this regard was done by European visitors in re- 
discovering the past of Kashmir. They undertook systematic archaeological 
expeditions in the beginning of 19th Century and collected a lot of reliable 
information on the environmental, geological features, ancient monuments and 
other archaeological artefacts. Messer's Moore Craft and Track Back were the 
first who visited the valley in the year 1819 to 1825 followed by W.G. Wigne and 
Barton Hugel in 1833. Thereafter General Alexander Cunningham was the first 
Archaeologist who did the commendable work duly illustrated through plates, 
Maps, Plans in 1948 which was followed by W.G. Cowie in the year 1866 for 
further archaeological explorations. Lieutenant R.E. Cole of the then central 
Archaeology Department of British India visited the valley with his staff and 
made valuable contribution by publishing architectural detail of the temples etc. 
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Most important and most valuable single find not only of Kashmir but of the whole of India 
is the huge Prabhavali of metal alloy measuring 6'4” height 4' broad and nearly 74 thick 
and weighing 99kg and 200 grams excavated from Devsara. 
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Mughal Period Aftaba transferred from Toshkhana ` 


In the same manner Sir Aureil Stein, an eminent Archaeologist, visited the 
valley in 1888. He made invaluable contribution by publishing his 
Archaeological Memories on Maps, illustrating the ancient Geography of 
Kashmir and published his monumental translation work of Raj Tarangnie in 2 
volumes. The translation in English serves as an index to the Kashmir 
Archaeology even today. 


The work done by the reputed Archaeologists caught the attention of the then 
Maharaja of Kashmir His Excellency Pratap Singh tremendously. As a result of 
unprecedented interest shown by Maharaja his Royal Government adopted a 
resolution on 20th June 1904, by virtue of which the department of 
Archaeology and Historical Research came into being. J.C. Chaterji had the 
distinction of heading his newly created State Department. Through M. 
Chaterji adopted scientific and professional methods in running the affairs of 
the newly created department, but he could not make any positive contribution 
because he was primarily interested in literature and philosophy. 
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Darpardha (Canopay) 15" century A.D Kashmir. 


On the valued and far sighted advice of the then Director General 
Archaeological Survey of India Sir John Marshall the two wings of the 
department were bifurcated and Mr. Dhai Ram Sahani an Archaeologist of 
repute was appointed as superintending of Archaeology in 1913. Не started 
excavation at various notable Archaeological sites in the valley which include 
Harwan in Srinagar, Bijbehara South Kashmir, Awantipora South Kashmir, 
Parishaspora North Kashmir, Srinagar Pandrethan, Ushkur North Kashmir, 
Devsar, Verinag South Kashmir etc. The rarest sculpture excavated from these 
sites enriched the collection of the Museum at Srinagar. This way Museum 
movement gained momentum in the state. Presently we have SPS museum and 
Dogra Art Museum at Srinagar and Jammu respectively. 
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Son of the soil Sh. Ram Chandra Как who discovered Harvan Site 2™ Century A.D 


The present S.P.S Museum building situated at Lal Mandi Srinagar in the heart 
of thecity on the left side of river Jhelum is two storied building which was once 
the summer palace of Dogra Maharaja of Kashmir. This Palac: was converted 
into Museum in 1898 AD. 


The idea of establishing the Museum was given by Captain S. H. Godfray and 
General Raja Amar Singh to the then Maharaja of Kashmir. The idea was 
welcomed by His Excellency Maharaja with a great enthusiasm. Under his 
inspiring guidance the present Museum came into being. The collection of this 
Museum was earlier based on the objects which were transferred from 
Toshkhana of Jammu and Kashmir and included mainly Shawls, paintings, 
arms and armoury, silver images, Ornaments, copper, Jade etc. Besides, this 
copper and brass utensils and handicrafts of Leh, Sakrudu formed the 
components of Museum collections. 


Srinagar. Digitized by eGangotri 















Gilgit Manuscript 7" Century A.D. 


Department bagged the appreciation and certificate for its preservation and 
Rs. 1 lac from Ministry ој Culture, Government of India. 








The Museum is actively engaged in dissemination of non-formal education 
besides being a Centre of recreation for the common people. The Museum has 
following sections and galleries. 





1) Archaeology Gallery 

2) Painting Gallery 

3) Decorative Art Gallery 

4) Armsand Armoury Gallery 
5) Textile Gallery 

6) Anthropology Gallery 

7) Geology Gallery 

8) Numismatic Gallery 

9) Manuscripts Gallery 

10) Natural History Gallery 

11) Children Gallery 

12) Openair Archaeology Gallery 
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Dr. S.M. Iqbal Ex. Director Archives and Prominent Historian. His contributions in reorganizing 
the department of Archives, Archaeology and Museums is extra ordinary 


The Museum enriched its collection by way of purchase, gifts, donations, loans 
and transfer of the objects from various departments, moreover, art and 
archaeological objects were mainly acquired by way of gift purchases and loans 
etc. 


Up to 1st July 1958, all objects which were excavated from different sites 


enriched further the collection of 5.Р.5 Museum and aroused wide spread 
interest in its archaeological collections. 
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Dr. Grace Morley, First Director General of Nation Museum of India provided 
lot of guidance to our museums in the State. 


The acquisition of such antiquities is continuous process in the Museums in 
J&K as is prevalent in other Museums of the country. It is noteworthy here that 
a full-fledged Archaeological Wing of the department is existing in the 
department for registering/ excavating purposes of cultural and archaeological 
wealth. These collections are the prideful profound cultural traditions of our 
past. 


It is commonly shared idea about a Museum that collection is one of the basic 
functions of a Museum. Without collection, Museum cannot exist and fulfil any 
of its objectives. The nucleus of the collections in our Museums were up to 
eighties only by way of purchase gifts or acquisition under treasure trove act of 
1878. However the state level Art purchase Committee plays its role in acquiring 
cultural treasurers through purchase. 


So far as Museum movement is concerned we cannot overlook the pivotal role 
played by Hiranad Shastriaf Archaeological Survey of India who worked as 
Honorary Secretary and Curator of 5.Р.5 Museum in 1918. In his capacity as 
curator, he got exhibits in the Museum rearranged labelled on the visit on the 
then Viceroy of India to this institution in same year. Viceroy of India was 
impressed with his zeal zest and professional approach in handling the Museum 
affairs professionally. 
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Shahnama Punjgunj 


Museums in the state are rich in Manuscripts and Rare Books. Shahnama and Punjgunj are prominent among 
Manuscript collection of Dogra Art Museum, Jammu. | 





The year 1919-20 was a land mark in history of S.P.S Museum and for that 
matter in general the Museum movement of Kashmir. A great son of the soil 
Shri Ram Chander Kak was appointed as Superintendent of Archaeology and | 
Museums in this year. R.C. Kak possessed the qualities of head and heart that | 
was gifted with administrative acumen. His excellent professional aptitude can 
be judged by looking into the documentation of museums objects and | 
publications of a hand book of archaeology and numismatics of SPS Museum. | 
То be precise, К.С. КаК was instrumental in giving professional treatment and | 
direction to the Archaeology Department of Jammu and Kashmir. Because of | 
his unparalleled scholarly bent of mind, cultural consciousness and other such | 
qualities and calibre, R.C. Kak later on became Prime Minister of Kashmir. The 
contribution made by M.S Кош and T.N Khanzanchie, the heads of S.P.S 
Museum is also worth recording. During their tenure various archaeological | 
sites and Devsar in South Kashmir Tapper in North Kashmir, Kother in South 
Kashmir, the world famous Gilgat Manuscripts were got excavated. Both these 
Museum personalities could have worked wonders in the field of Museum and 
archaeological findings but due to the troubled political conditions of forties, 
"5 their moves were scuttled. 

















Pistol from the personal collection of Maharaja Hari Singh Ji was the object of the 
month in April 2017 in Dogra Art Museum, Jammu. 


To the utter disappointment of professional's new regime of 1947 entrusted the 
upkeep of monuments etc. to the PWD Department. This unwarranted act of 
the State Government was not taken well by the Central government. The Prime 
Minister of India, Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru who was himself an intellectual of 
repute, deputed his Education Minister Abdul Kalam Azad to the State in order 
to take stock of this Mismanagement. Asa sequel to the visit of Maulana Abdul 
Kalam Azad all the monuments of national importance were put under the 
charge of ASI and staff transferred to its establishment. 








An example of good display with suitable visual aids which will help the visitor in understanding 
observatory on the basis of Astrolobes while displaying the plates of Astrolobes along with the 
exhibit showing observatory. Museums are in possession of these artefacts. 
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The year 1962-64 saw а phenomenal change in the history of museum 
ters came back from Baroda after 


movement of the state that many youngs ; m | 
successful completion of training course in Museology. This training which was 
sponsored by the State Government proved a turning point 1n the history of two 
provincial level Museums as new life and work culture was infused into the 
Department subsequently, a separate children's gallery was established in the 
SPS Museum where film shows/ documentaries etc. were arranged for the 


children. 


The credit of the notable work goes squarely to Mr. J.L. Bhan who put his heart 
and soul in streamlining the functioning of Srinagar Museum. He was also 
instrumental in preparing dioramas particularly the Diorama of Buzahama site 
in the Museum. These dioramas were highly appreciated by the eminent, 
scholars and Museum lovers including M.S. Randhawa Vice Chancellor of : 


Chandigarh University who recommended as the head of Randhawa - 


Committee such dioramas may be prepared for other sites as well so that 
students and commoners are able to know more about the civilization of the 


land through this media. 


It is of course very sordid tale of the Museum movement in J&K that the 
department was ever now and then bifurcated and re-organized on lines which 
robbed much of the initiative of Museum movement in the state. 


This amalgamation and bifurcation clearly shows adoption of non-professional 
attitude of bureaucratic circles from time to time vis-a-vis Museum movement. 
The frequent charge/ diversions and amalgamations has done more harm than 
any good to the department as after R.C. Kak the department could not even 
bring out other hand book of the Museum even if there is a great demand from 
the visitors visiting these institution, for the same. However, two volumes of 
Research Bi-annuals were published by the department in 1977-78 under the 
dynamic role of Dr. S. Mohammad Iqbal , who left no stone unturned in giving 
name and fame to the Museum movement by submitting notes proposal to the 
government for its reorganization of Museums. 


Dr. Iqbal's initiatives in giving sum and substance to Museum movements can 
be recalled here proudly. He invited Dr. Grace Morley a great Museologist of 
our country for better up keep of the Museum building who endorsed the 
suggestion of Dr. M.S. Randhawa that the present Museum building being 
wooden structure is extremely unsuitable and is in a state of decay. She 
proposed that the Museum should be shifted elsewhere as early as possible to 
save the collection. 
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From time to time many plans were drafted to shift the Museum to some 


desirable site for which Shergari, Hari Niwas Palace in Srinagar were suggested 


to be the Museum locations. Many plans were submitted for re-adaptation of 
Hari Niwas Museum building. 





Amar Mahal Museum. 


If we compare the Museum movement of J&K with that of Gujarat we came to 
some dismal conclusions, in Gujarat Museum movement is as old as that of our 
state. Both span more than one hundred years but total number of Museums in 
Gujarat is presently 38 and this number is increasing every year, due to the fact 
that these Museum serve as centres of visual education and are coming up to the 
expectations of the people. While J&K state is very far off as compared to this 
state i.e. Amar Mahal Museum Tkali and Ladakh, we have currently only two 
provincial level Museums and three private Museums and two Departmental 
Museum in our state. Many proposals establishment of Museum at Udhampur 
and Leh in 1976 could not be materialized due to facts as otherwise government 
was continuously sanctioning grants for the purpose. 


It is heartening to speak about the continuous expansion Kashmir University 
departments. This university established Central Asian Museum in its very 
campus. The Museum is presently housed in the Iqbal Library building. It is 
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ed institution preserving and exhibit the artefacts which throw a light 


specializ : 
f Central Asia. This Museum owes its 


on the history life pattern and culture o 
existence to the pragmatic efforts of Mr. J.L. Bhan and Dr. A.A. Bandy. Hence 


we are having thematic exhibitions planned on life and people of Central Asia 
origin. Now the Iqbal Institute of Kashmir University is proposing to establish 
Iqbal Memorial Museum in the university for which it has launched vigorous 
campaign to collect the relevant objects. It is also worthy to be noted here that 
one more personalia museum of Mehjoor who has been great poet of the state is 
coming up to being with his house has been declared as heritage house at 
Pulwama in South Kashmir. Likewise Tehzeeb Mahal Museum is presently 
under construction at Srinagar in the erstwhile gutted building of English 


Resident of Kashmir. 


The antiquities recovered during the excavations and explorations ultimately 
find place ultimately in Museum and thus such antiquities which were 
excavated from Burzaham are lying in the store room of A. S. I. who were 
having plans to establish at site Museum there at Burzhama itself. 


It is gratifying to note that опе more Art Gallery was established in 1954 under 
the banner of Dogra Art Gallery Jammu. It was established in one of the 
corridors of Gandhi Bhawan near New Secretariat Jammu. This Art Gallery 
possess a very fine collection of Pahari Paintings, Rasmanjiri series Bosohli 
School which was originally in the collection of Maharaja Gulab Singh. The 
Museum also contains arms, fire arms, belonging to former Maharaja of 
Kashmir besides bronzes, trophies manuscripts etc. We are having a rare copy of 
illustrated Shahnama of Firdousi bearing the seal of Shah-i-Jehan in this 


gallery. 
The Dogra Art Gallery: 


In spite of the fact that having a very magnificent collection of artefacts these 
could not be displayed at their best due to the paucity of resources and the 
unsuitability of the building. The gallery was housed in such a shabby condition 
that from common visitors to the Prime Minister of India Mr. Atal Behari 
Vajpayee who visited the Gallery on 21.07.1971 has praised the artefacts 
displayed in corridors of Gandhi Bhawan, but while writing his historical 
remarks about the gallery he remarked, “The paucity of place is very 
sorrowful”. 




















Museum by Sh. Girish Chander Saxena Governor of J&K 









Inauguration of Dogra Art 


From that day the government was looking for the palace where these 
prestigious collections of the gallery could be housed properly so that the rich 
heritage of Jammu is displayed ina systematic manner. For this purpose scholar, 
art lovers, historians of Jammu and Kashmir made some efforts at their own 
level which made government to look for the palace. At last Pink Hall in 
Mubarak Mandi Complex, Jammu was selected for housing this institution and 
consequently Dogra Art Gallery was shifted to the new Palace in the year 1990, 
thereafter the scope of Art Gallery was widened by bannering it as “Dogra Art 
Museum” and inaugurated by G.C. Sexsana Ex. Governor of Jammu and 


Kashmir State. 
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Some of the Famous Collection of 
Dogra Art Museum 
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Portrait of Noor Jahan Portrait of Meera Shah 
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Warrior iron strip helmet 








Terracotta heads 
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KALA KENDRA 





Museum movement reached to its apex status when Kala Kendra Museum was 
established in winter capital of Jammu and Kashmir State. The department was 
given the possession of first floor where Paintings, Cannons etc. 





Kala Kendra 





where displayed. The lower ground floor is presently utilized for temporary 
exhibitions of reputed artefacts. 


New Museum Complex 


After observing the difficulties faced by the S.P.5 Museum Srinagar in 
various Museological disciplines lastly new structured building was 
constructed to replace the old Museum to New Museum complex where all 
types of facilities as is required in Modern Museum have been established. 


The foundation stone of new Museum building adjacent to 5.Р.5 Museum 
Srinagar was laid down by the former Chief Minister Mr. Ghulam Nabi 
Azad on 19-03-2008, the concept model/ drawings/ facade of the Museum 
building was prepared by the Architects, organization J&K Government 
and was approved by the former Chief Minister Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad. 
The total built up area of the building is reasonable enough against 13000 
ў Square feet area available. The building has been designed as per the 
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requirements of modern museum like spacious exhibition galleries with 
minimal obstructions, provision of natural light, smooth visitor movement 
and latest safety features like damp proof, fire resistant, minimum security 
risks etc. 


The building is provided with independent Electric Sub Station 
supplemented with 2-Transformers of 650KW each. 


The Museum building is first biggest building in the valley equipped with 
energy efficient and environment friendly (Japan Technology). 


Each floor of the building is provided with separate toilet facility men and 
woman. 


For convenience of the Museum visitors a medium parking slot has been 
provided. 


Objects Galleries of New Museum Complex. 


I) Archaeology 

IT) Manuscripts 

II) Textiles 

IV) Decorative Art 

V) Paintings 

VI) Coins 

VII) Armsand Armoury 
VIII) Models 


This summary of provincial level Museum related facts, and figures reflecta 
positive sign so far as Museum movement in Kashmir is concerned. There 
are now a good number of trained museologists in the services of Museum 
in Jammu and Kashmir. They have to prove their worthiness in advancing 
the movement further. The State Government in turn does also appreciate 
the merits of trained Museologist by incorporating Museology qualification 
in the various Recruitment Rules. It will be a matter of time before all the 
responsible officers in the Museum will have good grounding in Museology 
and as a result they will provide expertise to turn the Museums into active 
centres of learning and recreation. 
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ANCIENT COINS OF KASHMIR 


By Iqbal Ahmad. 
Asstt. Curator, SPS 


In numerous passages of the Rajatarangni and other chronicles of Jonraja, 
Srivara and Kshenedra, there is reference to term Dinara to have served as a 
monetary token in ancient Kashmir. Scholars have been identifying this dinar 
with ancient gold coins, issued here by Kushana princes in early centuries of the 


Christian era. 


Besides, the Dinars, Dirham has been the other monetary token used in ancient 
Kashmir, these have been identified as the earliest copper coins issued here by 
Kushan. These coins on obverse depict the standing king and on reverse the 
seated Goddesses. These coins are believed as the earliest coins of Kashmir. 


There are several such types, which have been found and believed to have been 
current here while few of those types are viewed to have been exclusively issued 
to meet the currency requirements of this province. Such coins are known as 
provincial series coins, numismatists like Cunningham, Roshan Field, David 
Macdowell, Michel Mitchner and several others have got this view. 


One such earlier copper coin type of Kujula Kadphsis is of Bull an camel type 
depicting camel on one side and bull on the other side of the coin, perhaps, is the 
earliest Kushan type coin found in Kashmir. This type has been found absent in 
the Kujulas Afghanistan finds as the study under taken by noted numismatists 
Dr. David Macdowell, he has came across few piece from Khotan region, G B 
Bleazby and R C Kak have recorded few pieces of this type from Kashmir. The 
type on obverse bears humped bull and on reverse humped camel. 


In year 1987 state Archaeology Department came across three copper pieces of 
this earlier Kushan coin at village Maidan Chagul in frontier district of 
Kupwara. These coins are in poor condition but could be deciphered as Bull 
Came type coins. Carrying the motif of humped Bull walking to right on 
obverse and camel as well walking to right on reverse. The letters of the Khroshti 
legend are partly visible. This discovery was followed by a remarkable purchase 
of small coins of this type called dirham by the state Museum authorities at 
Srinagar. 




















About one hundred coins of Bull camel type coins were purchased by the 
Museum management in 1996. These coins could easily be denominated as 
drachms (dirham) and Iam hundred percent sure that such coins were definitely 
minted to meet the domestic currency needs of Kashmir province. Not only this 
but such type was found absent in other finds of the empire and Бе also assumed 
to have been minted somewhere in Kashmir. 


My observations and investigations lead me to believe that as such coins were 
found exclusive in Kashmir hence had been minted in Kashmir. I could hear 
also found several forgeries of this type, which speaks of the popularity of this 
type. 


However, besides these inscribed coins archaeologists have also found the 
uninscribed coins as well which are called the Punch Mark coins and dated to 
(350-150 BC). 





Punch Mark Coin 
(350-200 BC) 
Obverse:- Punched Symbols 
Reverse:- Minute Symbol 


These are the rectangular and circular flat pieces of the thin silver, more rarely 
copper cut from a hammered sheet of metal and clipped to the desired weight , 
which bearsome symbols are known as punch mark coins. These coins bear 
one to five symbols impressed upon the face of these coins by means of a 
separate punch, which guarantees metal purity and weight standard of the 
particular coin. 


‘Apart from these coins, the coins of Kidera, Hun, Hindu Rajas, Sultans, 
Mughals , Durranis , Sikhs and Dogra Rajas have also been found in Kashmir 
and are very much housed in the museum. 
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Diodotus, Indo Greek 2™ Century B.C. 
Obverse:- Bust of the King 
Reverse:- Standing Deity 


It is in place to mention here that SPS museum houses the largest collection of 
ancient coins in copper, silver and gold, estimating more than 70,000. These 
coins reached to the museum by transfer from state treasure, purchasing, 
discoveries апа donations. A major portion of this heritage reached to this 
museum by various numismatic discoveries made by the state archaeology wing 
of the department 


There are several such types, which have been found and believed to have been 
current here while few of those types are viewed to have been exclusively issued 
to meet the currency requirements of this province. Such coins are known as 
provincial series coins, numismatists like Cunningham, Roshan Field, David 
Macdowell, Michel Mitchner and several others have got this view. 





Menander, Indo Greek 1* Century B.C. 
Dirham 
Obverse:- Bust of the King 
Reverse:- Deities on horse Back 
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Appladotus Indo Greek 1* Century B.C | 
Dirham | 

Obverse: - Elephant to Right | 
Reverse: - Bull to Right | 

| 





One such earlier copper coin type of Kujula Kadphsis is of Bull a camel type | 

depicting camel on one side and bull on the other side of the coin, perhaps, is the 
| earliest Kushan type coin found in Kashmir. This type has been found absent in 
| the Kujulas Afghanistan finds as the study under taken by noted numismatists | 
Dr. David Macdowell, he has came across few piece from Khotan region, G B | 
Bleazby and R. C Kak have recorded few pieces of this type from Kashmir. The | 
{уре оп obverse bears humped bull and on reverse humped camel. | 














| Kanishka (Kushan Period ) 2" Century A.D 
| Gold Dinar 

Obverse: - Standing King 

Reverse: - Standing Deity 


In year 1987 state Archaeology Department came across three copper pieces of 
this earlier Kushan coin at village Maidan Chagul in frontier district of 
Kupwara. These coins are in poor condition but could be deciphered as Bull 
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Came type coins. Carrying the motif of humped bull walking to right on obverse 
and camel as well walking to right on reverse. The letters of the Khroshti legend 
are partly visible. This discovery was followed by a remarkable purchase of 
small coins of this type called dirham by the state Museum authorities at 


Srinagar. 





Kidera 5" Century A.D. 
Gold Dinar 
Obverse:- Standing King 
Reverse:- Seated Deity 


About one hundred coins of Bull camel type coins were purchased by the 
Museum management in 1996. These coins could easily be denominated as 
drachms (dirham) and I am hundred percent sure that such coins were definitely 
minted to meet the domestic currency needs of Kashmir province. Not only this 
but such type was found absent in other finds of the empire and be also assumed 
to have been minted somewhere in Kashmir. 





Zain ul Abidine, BudhShah's 14“ Century A.D 
Obverse :- Al-sultan Zain- ul Abidine 
Reverse:- Zarbi Kashmir 


























My observations and investigations lead me to believe that as such coins were 
found exclusive in Kashmir hence had been minted in Kashmir. I could hear 
also found several forgeries of this type, which speaks of the popularity of this 


Y type. 









| Fata Shah 14“ Century A.D 
| Obverse:- Fata Shah 
| Reverse:- Zarbi Kashmir 








| Mughal Rupee 16" Century Mughal Rupee 16“ Century | 
j Obverse: - Kalmia Obverse: Kalmia 1 
| Reverse:-Jallal ud dn Mohammad Akbar Reverse: Shabab-ud-din Shahjehan 

| 


| These coins do not only serve as a source to our history butalso speak volumes about ancient 
political, cultural and economic history ofthisland. 





Noor-ud-din Silver Rupee 19" Century. 
Obverse: - Sikh-i- Shud Raiej Az Mukhdoom 
Reverse:- Zarbi Kashmir 
Rare Coin Collection in SPS Museum. 
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CONSERVATION OF PAPER MATERIAL 
VIZ-A-VIZ FLOOD HIT MANUSCRIPTS OF 
SHRI PRATAB SINGH MUSEUM 


Rabia Qureshi* 
Gonservation Assistant, SPS Museum, 
Lalmandi Srinagar-190001. 
*rabia.qureshi@yahoo.co.in 


Shri Pratab Singh Museum, a glorious museum located on the banks of river 
Jhelum, has a rich collection of objects in archaeology, natural history, coins, 
textiles, arms and armoury, decorative art, jewellery and painting categories. 


In addition to above mentioned collection museum is also having a rich 
collection of manuscripts which are inked either on paper or birch bark. The 
chemical composition of most of the manuscripts in the museum being organic 


in nature is prone to decomposition. The decomposition/damage of the 
manuscripts is affected by number of internal and external factors as: 


Physical agents like sun light, heat, moisture etc. 

Chemical factors include acidity, atmospheric pollution etc. 
Biological agents such as fungi, insects etc. 
Accidental/Natural Calamities like fire, earthquake, flood etc. 


In September 2014, Kashmir valley was badly affected by the unprecedented 
floods. The devastating deluge inundated almost all habitats of the valley 
including our SPS Museum, known for its richness in cultural heritage. The 
flood affected a lot of artefacts both in display as well as reserve. 


The manuscripts being most vulnerable to the moisture were worst affected. 
Among all the manuscripts available with the museum thirty one manuscripts 
were harshly damaged. Images of some of the flood affected manuscripts are 
shown in Figure 1 to depict the extent of the damage. It is evident from the 
1mages that the manuscripts were engulfed by fungal growth in addition to other 
chemical and physical damages. 














Figure 1. Images of flood affected manuscripts of SPS Museum Srinagar 


The floods not only affected the manuscripts but also destroyed all the materials 
required to preserve/conserve them. It was not possible at that time to get the 
required chemicals/ materials for the conservation of affected manuscripts from 


the suppliers of valley. 


Keeping in consideration, the number of manuscripts affected, extent of 
damage and the rate of fungal growth together with limited technical hands 
with the conservation wing of the SPS Museum, we had no option butto request 
the services of experts. The worthy Director, Department of Archives, 


Archaeology & Museums, Mr Mohammad Shafi Zahid, without much ado, 
on and allied teams from all over the nation for 


requested number of conservati 
assistance to conserve the heritage of nation. It was because of his constant and 


dedicated efforts, an expert squad from NRLC (Lucknow), National Museum of 
Natural History (New Delhi) and Conservation Wing of National Museum (New 
Delhi) turned up immediately for the practical and procedural assistance to 


members of our Conservation Wing. 


The experts from above teams demonstrated professionally the conservation of 
a few flood affected artefacts particularly the manuscripts by latest affordable 
methods. Our Conservation Wing worked together with the invited teams to gain 
expertise and applied it successfully for the rest of the affected artefacts. It was 
because of the committed efforts of conservation wing and curatorial staff; all 
the affected manuscripts were rescued and conserved to maximum possible 
extent, This is clear from the images of some of the manuscripts before and 


after conservation as shown in Figure 2. 






















Before 








The conservation being a continuous process involves a sequence of steps. 


- Diagnosis: Physical, Chemical or Biological damage. 
* Treatment: Curative and Preventive 


On observing it was found that all the manuscripts had fungal growth both on 
binding as well as folios. The folios were found fused, bleeding was observed at 
some places but with main text intact. 


It is pertinent to mention here that in the process of restoration the maintenance 
of originality is imperative. Traditional techniques restore the objects but with 
compromised originality. Only sophisticated and cutting edge techniques could 
restore objects with intact originality. Situations where a choice is to be made 
between maintaining originality and saving written content, the latter is always 
preferred. 


The flood hit manuscripts were first dried followed by antifungal treatment and 
then kept for first aid. Antifungal treatment during the drying was done to avoid 
fungal growth. The rate of drying was kept fast to further minimise the growth 
of mould and prevent the migration of water soluble constituents (bleeding). 


marena жїзїнїн, > + Uc ) 
Figure 2 : Images of flood affected manuscripts before and after conservation. 
Procedure Adopted for Conservation of Manuscripts 
- Observation: Nature of the material affected and extent of damage. 
L 








10 96 (w/v) thymol in methanol was used for impregnating pieces of paper which 
served as disinfectant sheets. These sheets were interleaved in-between pages of 
water soaked manuscripts. The fused pages were loosened by exposing them to 


“6 m i 
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high humidity in a humidity chamber and then separated mechanically. Folios 
were then spread on white blotters in well ventilated room for natural drying 
with weight on for flattening them. 


After drying, the sheets were fumigated, repaired and again fumigated in air 
tight chambers containing equal amounts of para-dichlorobenzene and thymol 
crystals. 
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5.Р.5 MUSEUM 
WHERE PRESENT MEETS PAST 


Saba Maqbool 


After walking through the busy market of Lal Chowk in Srinagar, Foot Bridge 
over River Jhelum connects the Business hub to a Heritage site housing the 19th 
Century Museum named after a Dogra ruler - Maharaja Pratap Singh. 


Standing on left banks of River Jhelum, Sri Pratap Singh Museum stores 
treasure of the past. As one enters the main gate, sight of lush green gardens 
complement the alluring old heritage complex of the museum on the left side. 
The high-ceilinged rooms welcome visitors with delicate murals, paintings and 
a repertoire of antique architectural and ornamental delights and that 
transports one to the mysterious tales of the antiquity. The meticulously 
designed colourful walls furnish an artistic grandeur to it. The horns of hunted 
animals decorated on the colourful Dogra Art walls can be seen telling the tales 
of bravery and splendour. 


The proposal for Museum complex was made around 1889 AD, when a 
memorandum was submitted to the then Dogra ruler of the Jammu & Kashmir, 
Maharaja Pratap Singh, by his younger brother General Raja Amar Singh and a 
European scholar, Captain S.H. God Ferry, proposing to build a museum in 
Srinagar for exhibiting artefacts covering the region of Jammu, Kashmir, 
Baltistan and Gilgit. However the museum was thrown open for general public 
on 3rd March 1898. The museum is working under the Department of Archives, 
Archaeology and Museums. 


The Museum has recently been shifted to a new building, an interesting blend of 
modern and traditional architecture, designed to treasure all artefacts in their 
respective galleries according to the latest trends and technology. It is a grand 
four floor structure dedicated to preserve the history, art and culture of this rich 
region. It accommodates an inimitable collection which fall under following 
categories: 
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GLIMPSES OF MUSEUM 


Archaeology Gallery: Consisting the collection right from 2nd century. It | 
comprises of the most singular sculptures, terracotta and pottery excavations, | 
bronze sculptures, metallic objects, clay images and much more. | 
| 
1 
| 
| 


Decorative Art Gallery: Holding the collection of various fields of the arts and 
crafts. It includes the paper machie, woodwork, metalwork, musical 
instruments, brass ornaments, leather, grass and willow work. 
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Numismatic Gallery: This section forms the largest collection of museum 
containing rare gold, silver and copper coins of different periods. 


Arms and Armoury Gallery: 
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Manuscripts and Paintings Gallery 
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Jewellery Gallery: 
Apart from the above galleries, the open air archaeology gallery adds to the 


beauty of the complex. Due to the royal and ancient archaeological collections 
on display, Sri Pratap Singh museum, popularly known as SPS museum, 
remains one of the most visited places in Srinagar thronged by foreigners and 
locals alike. Apart from showcasing art, the purpose of SPS Museum is 
preservation of heritage, conservation of artefacts, holding collections and 
mounting displays, creating knowledge for and about society, promoting 
economic growth through cultural and heritage tourism. It helps in facilitating 
the individual development through education and stimulation, skill 
development, promoting happiness and well-being and providing a forum for 
the engaged individuals to deliberate. 


Art lends us an unparalleled experience a chance to connect with the roots, 
understand the genesis of a civilization and explore the perceptions, feelings 
and innovative thoughts that come with identifying ourselves as a part of 
glorious civilization. Thus, making museums a space not only for reflection, 
experimentation, inspiration, creativity and virtual learning experiences but 
also symbolizes the kinship within communities and nations. These treasure 
troves inspire and motivate the new generation by making them cognizant of 
their history. 
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Museums serve as the connecting link between the past and the present. A realm 
of timelessness, where distinction can be made between the yesteryears and the 
days of the now in order to appreciate an enriched and substantial legacy for the 
future. To this end, the active interaction and participation of the stakeholders 
of society can help museums become the centres of interaction. It is about 
handholding the younger generations as they learn to navigate through the 
annals of history, culture and heritage to achieve a well-rounded awareness of 
themselves. In doing so, deepening their thought process to make them better 
equipped to prepare for their future. The combination of Millennials and Social 
Media has a cardinal role to play in increasing the influx of the visitors to the 
museums. To achieve this, policy decisions should be taken to involve and 
engage individuals across the sections of society. The culture of inquiry and 
curiosity can only be cultivated with the encouragement to not only visit but 


frequenting these centres of information regularly, especially among the 
youngsters. 


Apart from being the places of aesthetic excellence that lures the eye, museums 
are not just art galleries. The common perception of museum sis that *museum" 
refers to a major art gallery but seldom do people have any conception of the 
breadth of the museum community. The impact of this enormous sector on the 
public is also often underestimated. 


















Cals 


ave acted mainly as research-centres to know 
The main purpose of the museum is 
education broadly defined. It is possible to have collections of objects, even 
collections carefully classified, organized and preserved that are not primarily 
1 educational the world includes many fine private collections and archives but as 
| soon as these are open to the public, the museum becomes an educational 
institution. There are moral, social, and political consequences to accepting the 
view that museums are educational by nature. If we conceptualize museum 
education as more than particular tasks assigned to specific personnel, then we 
must acknowledge our worldview of the role of education in society as relevant 
to all museum functions. We must accept the responsibilities inherent in the 
kind of education we value and in our convictions about the purpose of 


education and therefore the purpose of museums. 


Since the beginning, museums h 
more about the culture of the past. 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Someone has rightly said "A visit to a museum is а search for beauty, truth and 
meaning in our lives. Go to the museum as often as you can". If you are eager to 
visit and know of ancient past, and culture of state, SPS Museum is the best 
place to visit. Let's visit museums, know our roots, culture, and heritage, while 
having fun. World is ours. Let's pass it safe to our next generations. 




















THE LITERARY WORK 
OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 


Dr. Sangeeta Sharma 
Assistant Director, Jammu 


Indian Manuscripts are the richest collection of written documents, texts and 
scripts. These written documents provide information on the existence of 
different civilisations and emphasise the importance of their survival. India 
possesses оуег five million manuscripts and 15 considered to own probably the 
largest collection in the world. The manuscripts are vital Sources of History of 
India. The manuscripts are available in different types. They comprise various 
themes, textures and aesthetics, scripts, languages, calligraphies, illuminations 
and illustrations. The manuscripts are considered precious as a source of history 


in the recent times. 


A manuscript is a handwritten composition on paper, bark, cloth, metal, palm 
leaf or any other material. They reflect the magnificence of the Indian 
civilisation including languages, philosophy, art and architecture. Indian 
Manuscripts were written in various languages and the scripts for the historical 
records. The major manuscripts are written in Sanskrit language. There are 
39,300 scripts and are written in Grantha, Devanagari, Nandinagari, Telugu 
scripts. 


There are several manuscripts found throughout India which are considered as 
Vijnananidhi, the Treasures of India. Few of them can be mentioned as 
Kalachakravatara, Shaivagamatantra, Maiteryavyakaranam, Astasahasri 
kaprajnaparamita, Kubjikamata, Samputatika, Mahabhashya, 
Upmitibhavaprapanchakatha, Kurbararattamala, Chikitsasarasangraha, 
Basavapurana, Shunya Sampadane, Natyashastra, Dhulwa, 
Sarvarogaharanagunagambhirata, Gitagovinda, Arsharamayana, Ramayana, 


Arthashastra, Kalila-wa-Dimna, Al-Quran-al-Majid, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Gilgit 


Manuscripts, Baburnama, Tarikh-i-Khandan-i-Timuria, Ratnamalavyakarana, 
sutra, 


Kitab al-Tasrif, Chitra Bhagavat, Aryabhadra-kalapika-nama-mahayana- 
Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Aryamanjushreemulakalpam and many others. 


The Indian Manuscripts found in India are in various 


Manuscripts and the Paper Manuscripts. In ancient I 
commonly used as writing material and were known as 
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types including Palm Leaf 
ndia the Palm leaves were 
Tada Patra, Tala Patra 























































































alm tree were used after being dried out and were 
er, Paper came to India during the period of Ekoji 
I. It was made by hand from cellulose vegetable material and Masi or Mela Was 
the ink used for writing. These inks were available in red, black, Gold and silver. 


The manuscripts also existed in the form of epigraphs on rocks, Firmans, and 
provide direct information on events or processes 


or Panna. The leaves of the p 
used by tying the leaves togeth 


revenue records; these in turn 
in history. 


Jammu is knownas the City of Temples on account of the scores of shrines with 
soaring golden Shikhars. It is located on a Shivalik hillock with river Tawi 
flowing at the foot-hill, all with the back-drop of the imposing peaks of the 
mountain. Many peregrinators have spoken highly of the beautiful location of 
the city commanding an excellent view. The Sun-Rise and Sun-Set on the Tawi 


valley offer views of outstanding charms. 


The great Dogra ruler Maharaja Ranbir Singh (1830 — 1885) was not only a 
great Temple builder and administrator but also a notable patron of scholars. He 
was a great researcher of classical Persian and was also learned in Pashtu, 
Sanskrit and English. During his reign several distinguished western scholars 
visited Jammu and Srinagar and interacted with local scholars. The Maharaja 
provided rich endowments for the funding and maintenance of Sanskrit library 
(i.e. Shri Ranbir Sanskrit Library) under the temple foundation. Under his 
guidance a special effort was made to collect valuable manuscripts from the state 
and other part of India, and as a result, the library was steadily enlarged during 
his reign. These manuscripts represent a very valuable resource for indological 
studies, and constitute an important part of the cultural part of India. Library 
contains rare and valuable manuscripts which are Vedas, Upnishad, Kosha, 
Kamasutra, Kavya, Nataka, Dharamshastra, Ayurveda, Jyotisha, Ramayana, 
Mahabarata and Tantra, Most of them in Devanagri and some in Sharada 
script. 


Like Shri Ranbir Sanskrit Research Library, Dogra Art Museum has become 
successful in saving this property to a great extent. This Museum was 
established on 18" April 1954 and was inaugurated by the President of India Dr. 
Rajinder Prasad. There is heap of Devanagri and Sharada manuscripts. Some 
manuscripts have been donated by their possessors and some have been 
Purchased. Rare manuscripts of Shahanama and Sikandarnama, written in 
Persian do exist in Dogra Art Museum. The way of writing of these volumes 
with fascinating pictures is worth seeing. The way of Shahanama is coinciding 
Rajatarangini, by Kalhan and is written by Kasim Firdousi, during the period of 
Shahajahan (1654 A.D) Saiyyad Jalaludin Bukhari wrote it by hand. The peak 
of this epic is the dual of Rustam and Sohrab. This battle is very much popular in 
Farsi poetry. It also contains 40 pictures 
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Some of the rare Manuscripts of Dogra Art Museum, Jammu | 


Sikandarnama manuscript is very rare. It was written by Inayatulla Sheerazi in | 
(1556 A.D). Sikandarnama is also called as Panj-ganj-nizamiviz "five | 
treasures" it consists five different stories i.e. Hafat Paiker, Sheerin Farhad, | 
| Laila Majnu, Maikzani-Asrar and Sikandarnama. There are two parts of 
| Sikandarnama in which land journey and voyage of Sikandar has been written. 
| This manuscript consist 25 pictures. 


Besides this, there is manuscript of Mahabarata weighing 22 Kg having 370 | 
| leaves. This bulky manuscript is good and complete in all respects. The volume | 
| of Lalvakh is written in Sharada on birch-barch. This is rare manuscript | 
| | Complete SkandaPuran written in Devanagari in 16“ Century on tar leaves 15 | 
| also lying in Museum. Many account book manuscripts written in Takri are also | 
in pile. Gurmahima and several other volumes, written in Gurmukhi are present | 
in Museum. These Manuscripts have been preserved in a very good manner so 
that literary and scholars may drive full benefit out of these. a 






The valley of Kashmir is a blessed valley because of its indescribable beauty. Its 
other blessing is its rich and perfect climate. All the seasons are well marked. The 
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blessing of the valley is its 
ape verdant hills, against the backdrop of lofty A 


Its lakes, rivers, lush green landsc 


snow covered Himalayan ranges. The o i 
through this valley, this helped in the introductions of new ideas and fresh 


cultural element from central Asia. Kalhana's “Rajatarangini” and “Neelmata 
" can safely be depended upon the sources of the history of ancient 
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ld silk route to central Asia passed 


Purana 
Kashmir. 


Many ancient scholars appeared on the literary firmament of Kashmir to make 
lasting contributions to knowledge and culture. Kashmir has been the home of 
Sanskrit learning and from this small valley has issued master pieces of history, 
poetry, fable and philosophy. The knowledge of Sanskrit seems to have reached 
high peaks during that time. The scholars developed their own alphabets called 
the Sharda which is entirely different from the Devanagari script. Before the 
introduction of paper in Kashmir, people used birch bark for writings. Scholars 
and students from India visited all along to Kashmir to complete their studies in 
Sanskrit. In order to study ancient literature of Kashmir, one must depend on 
Kalhan's “Rajatrangini” and “Neelamata Puran”. These two manuscripts can 
safely be depended upon as sources of the History of ancient Kashmir. 





The valley of Kashmir has been a famous seat of learning i.e. called as 
Sharadapeeth. In ancient times, Kashmir had, at least, two big Universities: - 
One at Sharada, another at Chakdar (Bijbehara). Thousands of manuscripts 
were written in these Universities at that time. Kashmir is the homeland of rare 
manuscripts and has contributed a lot to Paratyabhijna system of Kashmir 
Shaivism. 


The Kashmir research department was founded in the reign of Late Maharaja 
Pratap Singh (1848-1925). Its aim was to carry out the study of researches into 
ancient History and Literature of the country. It contains a collection of rare 
and ancient manuscripts. In 1875 Dr. Vuhler was deputed by government of 
India to collect manuscripts in Kashmir. He discovered a manuscript named, 
Shaiva Shastra. 


There are many magnificent and rare manuscripts in Shri Pratap Singh 
Museum, Srinagar on many subjects. In order to make research on Sharada 
manuscripts many scholars from this country as well as from foreign visit here. 
Besides, there are some private collectors who possess good and rare 
manuscripts, which they have preserved in a very good way. 


The manuscripts are store knowledge of Art, Culture, Science, Ayurvigyan, 
Tantras, Mantras, religion and total essence of the society which are 
Й worshipped by us since ancient times. In nutshell, it can be easily surmised that 
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J&K was а literary hub since time in memorial and it continues to rule the roost 
in this sphere even in modern times. But now a day this heritage is neglected by 
a odern society due to the scientific invention of manufacture of papers and 
date machines. The manuscripts which are the sources of knowledge are 
hidden treasures for the modern. human society. It requires to be traced, 
preserved scientifically and published periodically. Moreover in order to 
preserve these manuscripts for posterity, we need to take recourse to modern 
technology so that itbecomes essential to digitise these manuscripts, 50 that the 
society would be benefited and more interested to know the things contained in 
these manuscripts. 
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MUSEUM AS A RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE 


Mustaq Ahmad Beigh 


The museums today are considered as the most powerful media to create 
awareness and disseminate knowledge to people through their three 
dimensional objects. Museum plays double role of acquiring knowledge based 


on their collections and disseminating the same to the people and students of 


different levels. Thus foremost function of the museum is, therefore to utilize the 
objects of the past as tools to generate knowledge and thereby enlighten the 
minds of the public and students. The museums in modern times actas an 
academy and a school for the people, Scholars and students. 


The educational work of a museum today directly involves research scholars 
and educationists, on the transmitting end and the people/students in general at 
the receiving end. The specialist, belonging to different discipline, such as, 
history, archaeology, museology, anthropology numismatics and 
sociology....etc. to study the past and brings out the desired information and 
correlate it with the tendencies of present age. The museum professionals or the 
educationists, who are responsible for educational work, should use this 
knowledge into the frame- work of their educational programmers and present 
itto the students for their ( better) understanding. 
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All the museums, irrespective of their collection, scope and size are bound to 
depend on this process to formulate their educational programmers of course. 
The scholars, students, museum educationists and the public have to be directly 
involved with the museum material, be it relating to the History, Art, 
Archaeology, anthropology, agriculture, and science....etc. Thus museum 
collections are the central point around which all interests and activities of 
specialists, educationists and the public revolve. 












Museums are capable of marking a major contribution to education at the 
formal and non -formal levels. Objects exhibits form the basis of all educational 
communication that takes place in a museum. Most of the museums also 
prepare replica( charts and models) of different museum objects for the 
educational programs related to their collection by organizing special movable 
exhibitionform the students of different levels in their respective schools. 


The potential of museums as institutions that could complement and 

. supplement school education has been recognized all over the world. Programs 
for school children have always been among the most frequent educational 
offering of museums. Does this long-standing relationship between museum 
and schools indicate that museums are playing a successful vital) role in 
constructing to school education and that schools are making good use of 
museums to supplement class room teaching? Do school children really benefit 
from museum visits. Do museum exhibitions contribute to the enrichment of 
the school curriculum? Are school teachers sufficiently motivated to use 
museum to improve the quality of classroom and the school that lead to the 
dilution of the effectiveness of museum experience? These are some of the 
questions for which answers are to found while considering the role of museum 
in school education. 


Teacher Orientation Program 

The success of museum programs to enrich school education would primarily 
depend upon the interest and motivation on the part of teachers. Teachers are 
often unable to take additional responsibilities like museum visits amidst their 
already heavy load of academic work. The teacher should therefore be made to 
realize the value of museum programs and how they could increase the quality 
of teaching without adding to their workload. In fact well conceived projects 
can take the load off their shoulders and at the same time maximize the 
efficiency of educational communication. 

Museums could conduct short term workshops or seminars for teachers on the 
educational resources of the museum how they could be used for enriching the 
school curriculum. 
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| The museums today are considered as the most powerful media to create 
| awareness and disseminate knowledge to people through their three 
dimensional objects. Museum plays double role of acquiring knowledge based 
on their collections and disseminating the same to the people and students of 
different levels. Thus foremost function of the museum is, therefore to utilize the 
objects of the past as tools to generate knowledge and thereby enlighten the 
minds of the public and students. The museums in modern times act as an 
academy and aschool for the people, Scholars and students. 























The educational work of a museum today directly involves research scholars 
and educationists, on the transmitting end and the people/students in general at 
the receiving end. The specialist, belonging to different discipline, such as, 
history, archaeology, museology, anthropology numismatics and 
sociology....etc. to study the past and brings out the desired information and 
correlate it with the tendencies of present age. The museum professionals or the 
educationists, who are responsible for educational work, should use this 
knowledge into the frame- work of their educational programmers and present 
it to the students for their ( better) understanding. 
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All the museums, irrespective of their collection, scope and size are bound to 
depend on this process to formulate their educational programmers of course. 
The scholars, students, museum educationists and the public have to be directly 
involved with the museum material, be it relating to the History, Art, 
Archaeology, anthropology, agriculture, and science....etc. Thus museum 
collections are the central point around which all interests and activities of 
specialists, educationists and the public revolve. 


Museums are capable of marking a major contribution to education at the 
formal and non -formal levels. Objects exhibits form the basis of all educational 
communication that takes place in a museum. Most of the museums also 
prepare replica( charts and models) of different museum objects for the 
educational programs related to their collection by organizing special movable 
exhibition form the students of different levels in their respective schools. 


The potential of museums as institutions that could complement and 
supplement school education has been recognized all over the world. Programs 
for school children have always been among the most frequent educational 
offering of museums. Does this long-standing relationship between museum 
and schools indicate that museums are playing a successful( vital) role in 
constructing to school education and that schools are making good use of 
museums to supplement class room teaching? Do school children really benefit 
from museum visits. Do museum exhibitions contribute to the enrichment of 
the school curriculum? Are school teachers sufficiently motivated to use 
museum to improve the quality of classroom and the school that lead to the 
dilution of the effectiveness of museum experience? These are some of the 
questions for which answers are to found while considering the role of museum 
in school education. 


Teacher Orientation Program 

The success of museum programs to enrich school education would primarily 
depend upon the interest and motivation on the part of teachers. Teachers are 
often unable to take additional responsibilities like museum visits amidst their 
already heavy load of academic work. The teacher should therefore be made to 
realize the value of museum programs and how they could increase the quality 
of teaching without adding to their workload. In fact well conceived projects 
can take the load off their shoulders and at the same time maximize the 
efficiency of educational communication. 

Museums could conduct short term workshops or seminars for teachers on the 
educational resources of the museum how they could be used for enriching the 
school curriculum. 
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Museum in Schools CN id е 
A collection of objects and exhibitions 1n theform teaching aids can be valuable ки 


in may educational institution. Every school should aim a small school 
museum. It could contain collections of specimens made by students, pictures, 
charts and models relevant to the school curriculum, artistic work of students, 
etc children are excellent collectors and given a call by the teacher they could 
assemble valuable collection of natural history objects, pictures, stamps, 
ects of art and so on which can form the basis s in educational 
School museums provide this opportunity to 




































photographs, obj 
communication is enormous. 
teachers and students. 


In the process of learning through observation and discovery museums are 
valuable adjuncts to school education. Whereas schools could use public 
museums to supplement and complement curricular learning. Museum could 
use school children for research in providing far more attractive and better 
learning environment in museum than the present one. 


It must also be clearly understood the museum education is different from the 
theoretical instructions given in schools and colleges. In a museum, it is the 
objects which speak to the visitors. Thus, the museum use the phenomenon of 
the past as their immediate starting point for discussion and with the help of the 
knowledge so acquired, correlate the phenomenon of the past with the present 
and the future. In other words, museum education is discovering process were a 
beholding eye comes in contract with the museum objects and learns through 
personal experience. Hence museum education is based on an emotional as well 
as intellectual synthesis,. The rare and invaluable collections in museums, along 
the elementary information in the form of labels, charts and photographs etc 
provide a good deal of raw data to visitors to synthesis their multiple 
experiences, unlike schools and colleges, where pupils are gilded and controlled 
by the time limit, particular mode of instructions and uniformitv in standards of 
teaching, museums offer greater autonomy to persons of all age groups to come 
and go as and when they like, to see objects of their choice and to draw 
conclusions based on their first hand experience. Museum education, which is 


non-formal in character, supplements the theoretical class-room teaching with 
the help of three dimensional objects. 


The theory of learning process, as propounded by American educational 
Psychologists today, includes two important and parallel elements, viz. the 
“cognitive” learning and the “affective” learning. The first element is that of 
acquiring knowledge and the second is an appeal to an emotional involvement 
and identification of the learner with the knowledge acquired through the 
cognitive process. Museum educational programmes should be so designed that 
both the elements of the learning process are incorporated. They must attract 
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and stimulate the people, provide them with knowledge and call f ipae 

participation and involvement. The last point is of vital si p r their active 
educational programmes of museums, as often ee cance. If the 
professional to reflect the specialized knowledge of curators s made too 
then the people for whom the programmes are meant are redu EL 
spectators, the communication gap is then further widen im E E. passive 
success of the museum educational programmes largely 4 е. ze nex the 
people who ought to have appliance for personal involvement e visiting 
ventures. in all such 





AN INTRODUCTION TO BAGH I SULAIMAN 
AND MAGAZ UN NABI 242 





By Shabir Ahmad 





Introduction 
Historiography tradition of Kashmir is as old as the Sanskrit literature itself. 


Though Rajtarangni has primary importance these days but it is in place to 
mention here that Kalhan has himself admitted that he has taken the accounts + 
of Ratnakar Pran into consideration while compiling his Rajtarangni. Mulla ^ 
Ahmad Kashmiri while translating Rajtarangni into Persian has also ееп Ше 
Ratnakar Pran and has got details about thirty five kings from this account. 





Old Photograph showing the writing of a Manuscript 


Neither the manuscript of Ratnakar Pran nor Sanskrit Rajtarangni is available 
nowadays. The available documents of historiography of Kashmir reflect that 
there have been various accounts like Tarikh Mulla Nadri, Tarikh Hamid 

Tarikh Qazi Ibrahim, Tarikh Rashidi, Tarikh Kashmir by Hyder Malik 
Chadoora, Tarikh Kashmir by Syed Ali, Muntakhib ut tawarikh by Narain koul 
Ajiz, Nawadirul Akhyar by Rafiuddin etc some of which are not available and 
some have been translated. These documents deal not only on historical 
perspective only but highlight the cultural, geographical, social religious 
aspects of our society. This is in place to mention that most of these acras are 
in Persian because this language has worked as official language not only in 


CC-0. Kashmir Research Institute, Srinagar. Digitized by eGangotri 











Kashmir but india as well as central Asia and it is due to this language that more 
than forty percent words of Kashmiri language are personate nature. The 
culture of Central Asia is not adopted only in respect of dishes, clothes, art and 
architecture, language and literature but religion has also admitted the 
personate culture of central Asia also. Kashmiri Pandits have also come under 
the influence of personate culture and we see Gulab Nama, Raj Darshani, 
Muntakhib ut Tawarikh and Tarikh Kishtwar written by great Persian Pandit 
Scholars. 


Baghi Sulaiman 


ES 


eno : 2 б » The historical account Shahnama is world famous 
f ШУМ jl " for its historical nature in poetry form but the 


5; T f „а Shahnama of Kashmir is not to be forgotten which 
A jd | y A ОРА) / . has been compiled by seven Persian writers which 

deal about the Kashmir History in Persian poetry 
form. Akbar Nama, Noor Nama, and Khamsa bahayea are the reflections of 
this transaction also. 


hue zu 1 1 d h lai 
Ju a! Tm JT ПУА Baghi Sulaiman (the garden of Prophet Sulaiman 


AS) is also one of the important document which 

ЕЈ eee . A. not only fills the gap of historiography transaction 
ogiz =/ A but adds a new chapter in the prestigious history of 
Kashmir. The manuscript has been copied in 1299 

AH by Gulamuddin ibn waliullah. The calligraphy has been done in Nastaleeq 
script but the writing reflects that Gulamuddin was well versed in Shikasta script 
also and various lines are being observed in Shikesta style. Saidullah Shahabadi, 
the author of this manuscript has adopted the traditional pattern of Central Asia 
also in the writing of this valuable account and has started with the Praises of 
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God and Eulogy of Prophet Mohammad Ду. After narrating the story of 
Meraj, and the prestigious story of four companions, the author highlighted the 
spiritual achievements of Molvi Abul Вада Hadi who seems to have been his 
spiritual guide (Peer). The author has given brief introduction of political 
scenario of that period. Then he started to discuss the history of Kashmir which 
is referred to, was Sati Sar. He further discussed about the Sati culture of India 
which was adopted by the people of Kashmir from Himachal traditions. 


Saudullah Shahabadi has not only mentioned the biography of Kashmiri sofi 
saints like Sheikh Hamza Mukhdoom, Sheikh-ul- Alam, Mohammad Kamil 
Badakhshi etc but have described in detail about the artists of Kashmir like 
Maulla Mohammad Mukeem Topigur, Khawaja Ashraf, Маша Hussain 
Noori etc. He has also analyzed about the rulers of Kashmir and Shia Sunni 
riots etc. he has not only been interested in exploration of Kashmiri religious 
culture and has given detailed accounts of the habits of Sofi saints of Kashmir 
but has provided some interesting and strange information under the title 
"Strange of Kashmir". He writes about the Rango place in Lar area where a 
stone is of the Cow shape on a hill who gives pure water instead of milk and the 
water gets collected in a pond where the people of Hindu religion came and 
wash themselves besides worship. Another place in Bugam Mencha-hema area 
is Zawoo where there are springs and when people speak allowed, the spring 
over flows the water fast and when people remain silent, the water level also 
decreases. Similarly another spring in Achna area is also of the strange nature. 
People in winter season visit the spring along with folk singers with singing 
instruments and start singing around the spring. Besides they bring sheep for 
ritual slaughter and distribute the meat among people o around and some of 
which is poured in to the spring. These actions make the spring emotional and it 
over flows the water which full fill the needs of farmers in forming. 





Saudullah shahabadi is a distinguished prolific writer who has written various 
accounts like Resala Gul wa bulbul, Resala Magaza, Tafseer etc. He was born in 
Arigam village of Khoihama area. His father has come from Kabul and settled 
in Kashmir. He was well versed in Arabic and Persian Language and was of 
poetic nature. He was sensitive and Seeing the things sensitively that is why he 
not only wrote numerous journals but eulogy, odes etc. he is buried in village 
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Magaz un Nabi 254 


The prolific writer and distinguished traveler 

Jama-ul-Kamalat, Hazrat Ishan, Sheikh 

Yakoob Sarfi, Al- Asmi Al-Hanfi (R.A) is the 

cousin of Hazrat Baba Dawood Khaki, the 

great saint and disciple of Hazrat Sheikh 

Hamzah Makhdoom Sahab, (RA) was born in 

1521. His father Sheikh Mir Hassan Ganai 

was a noble man in the court of Sultan of Kashmir. After obtaining primary 
education Sheikh Yakoob Sarfi travelled to Central Asia and Saudi Arabia. He 
received the degree in Hadith also. He meets Sheikh Ahmad Sarhandi and 
acquired education from him. After returning from long travels, he started 
writing books on different subjects. He had not only brought the Islamic 
teaching in poetical form but basic sources of Islam i.e. Hadith, Quran Sharief 
and Tafseer were also brought to the valley. He started teaching also. Sheikh 
Yakoob Sarfi has written various books which depicts not only his art in 
calligraphy and knowledge but also talent of influence and impression. Magaz- 
un-Nabi ARES is one of his master pieces written in Persian Nastaleeq script, 
deals with the biography of Prophet Muhammad ДҮЙ It not only deals with 
the war but reveals the personal and public character of Prophet Mohammad 
AREIS Magaaz-un-Nabi (the shop of Prophet Muhammad Дз) has recently 
been brought from Shimla Museum with the efforts of the present Director of 
the Department Mr. Mohammad Shafi Zahid. This manuscript was copied and 
completed in 17 Shaban-ul-Moezan 1271 A.H by one namely Mohammad. 
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Celebration of World Heritage Day 2007 





| Hon'ble Vice Chancellor inaugurating and observing 
| exhibits at Tigore Hall Srinagar 


Celebration of International Museum Day 2007 
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ARTMENT OF ARCHIVES. 








Chairman PSC, MS. Pandit and Ex. Director General Tourism & Commissioner 
Secretaries attending the seminar during International Museum day in the lawns 
of SPS Museum, Lal Mandi, Srinagar 
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Secretary Higher Education inaugurating the World Heritage 
Week 2006 at the premises of Old Secretariat, Srinagar 












Celebrations of World Heritage Week 2015 
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Department Brochure has been released by Hon'ble Minister of State for Rs 
Technical Education, Floriculture, in presence of Galaxy of intellectuals a 
Mubarak Mandi Heritage Complex, Jammu. 
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Celebration of World Heritage Day 2017 


3 urectorate Of archives, Archaeology And Museums 
| Jammu and Kashmir 
CELEBRATION OF . 
“World Heritage Day/z- 
On 18th April 2017 
Special Exhibition 
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SPS Museum/Dogra Art Museum regularly receives and arranges 
guided tours for school children. 





Dioramas help students and commoners to know more about the civilization of 
the land through this media adopted in New Museum Complex 














Г OF DIGNITARIES 


VISTI 





| Visit of German Ambassador Dr. Martin Ney observing closely of the sculpture 

| displayed in Archaeology gallery of SPS Museum, Srinagar (Left) and on the right 

| while handing over the photograph of German Chancellor Dr. Merkel while handing | 
| over Durga Statue to Hon'ble Prime Minister. 

| 








Departing Scene | | 


Visit of Lady Helina accompanied by Prof. B.N. Goswami 
(Eminent Art Historian and Writer who has written many books on Paintings etc.) 
at Dogra Art Museums, Jammu. & 
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For the first time mega project Object of the Month launched by 
Dr. Haseeb A. Drabu Hon'ble Minister for Finance, Culture and Labour & Employment (left). 
Hon'ble minister while previewing historical documents at newly created Archives Museum (right). 








Visit of Hon'ble Minister for Finance & Culture at State Archives Repository, 
Jammu having enough potential for Archival Museum. 
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New Museum Complex 
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OUTREACH PROGRAMMES 





To give publicity for the first time, the department released calendars annually 
on different themes which earned lot of appreciation in and outside the country. 
These calendars worked as ambassadors of art of the state. 
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so participated in National and International Seminars 


Departmental officers al 
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the State. 











Lectures were organized on different themes on commutating World Heritage 
Day, World Heritage Week, International Museum Day. 
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Students envision 
history through 
ancient artefacts 
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on Terracctza Art of Kashmir 
ESP Mosen on Ieterratonal Museum Day-2011 oa Weénes<ay. 


Srinagar, May 18: On the objects displayed at the muse 


бемазза notes at Specal DADON 


! Internationa) Museum Day ums. The theme of this years” 
Wednesday. the staze's depart- International Museum Day 
mented Archives Archaeology was "Museum and Memory: 
and Museums organied special Оез Tell Your Sun 


exhibtins major muie Darctor Archiv 
ees ology and Museums, Khalid 


Bashir Ahmad launched the 


tus in Srinagar and Jammu. 
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{Students envision... 
Museum, Srinagar this morning. The objects displayed in 
the exhibition include finds from different archaeologi- 
, cal sites of Kashmir including Holnar, Letpora, Kotabal, 
Usbkar, Harwan, Hutmura and Madeen Sahad represent- 
ing the period from 2nd century AD to 17th century AD. 
Khalid highlighted the need for creating awareness 
among poblic about the rich collection of the state's muse. 
шав. He said the exhibitions were almed at creating 
this awareness and the special focus this time was the 
young generation. He urged them to acquaint themselves 
with the glorious heritage and commit themselves for its 


tion. 

The SPS Museum lg the oldest museum In Jammu and 

Kashmir established In [be year 1898 AD. The State Gov- 

ernment is constructing а new Museum building adjacent 

to the exist mg museum. The project is at an advanced 
stage of completion at а cost o Rs 30.74 crore. 

"The exhibition on Painting Art of Jammu was th 

open for public at Dogra Art Museum, Jammu, in the 
winter capital of the State. The highlight of the exibition 
was the world famous Basohli Paintings. 

Students of various educational institutions were 
allowed free entry to the exhibitions as a measure to gen. 
erate Interest in the youth about their heritage and his- 
tory. Deputy Directors. MS Zahid and Peerzada Muham. 
mad Ashraf were also Present on this occasion, 

of school children from various educational 
10510010005 of the two Capital cities, accompanied by 
thelr teachers, visited the two museums, 

Meanwhile, Minister for Tourism and Culture 
Nawang gsi Јога, In his message on the International 
Museum Day, said Фа! Jammu and Kashmir has distinct 
Mitural heritage which 1s disblayed In Из museums, Не 
said each of the Laree regions of the State - Kashmir, 
Jammu and Ladakh - 8 treasure trove of its own in 
the form of rich archaeological, artistic and historical 
Collections. Не ssid the Internationa] Museum Day is the 

‘occasion 10 commit ourselves for its preservation. 

‘Minister complimented the Department of Archives, 

and Museums for holding special exhibi- 
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‘Object of the Month' launched to 
showcase heritage, histo 


Jammu: Axa parte(tbe novel init СЛ 












Dr Haseeb Dates today возење a pio 
neering Project named “Object of the 
Month’. 

Under the initiative, the Department 









Maadi Heritage Сопріт bere. 

toCovernizent, Departs: 
of Culture, Dilshad Khan, Director 
Archives, Archaeology во! 
MS Zahid and other officers of! 
partment sere present on the 











sa 
“The initiative w1 facilitate displ 









Pertinently, the specia) Calendar 
publlsbedty theDirectonstect Archives, 
Archaeology and Museums fraai аз 
Alsoincorporated paintings from Shah 
Tama 


‚ displayed фито раху a space in tho 
| Euijeumt." Dr Drobes said. 


| Mattoo visits SPS Museum " 


| Excelsior Correspondent ^ museum in its numismatic gallery, ; 

Te housed record collections `of , 
Ац МАСАК, Apr 20: Prof ancient coins of Gold, Silver and) ` 
Minister today visited the SPS Copper which are estimated to be: 


- Museum at Lal Mandi here. more than 70, 000. ü 
Prof Mattoo visited various . Prof Mattoo also took Кееп' 
interest in the terracotta and stone} 


galleries and took keen interest in ) 
the artifacts of Archaeology, Sculptures of the archaeology, 
Numismatic and Decorative Arts 820. Benes ары to ES 
and appreciated the department terracotta was is-/ 
for proper maintenance of the Covered few years back during the 
museum objects. excavations undertaken at Letpura, 
The Curator of the museum Pulwama. 
apprized the Advisor about muse- Не assured the authorities off 
um collections and pace of work full Government support in timely: 
on the designing of the music inte- completion of the pending work, 
riors. adding that Chief Minister would’ 
The Advisor was told that the Бе apprised about the same. э; 
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| дијјаг іп South Kashmir 
has led to part excavation 
of the Valley's most trea- 
sured and hidden 

past — traces of a 

highly advanced civilisa- 
tion in 5000 BC. 
KHURSHEED WANI 
reports 


istorians and geologists 
share a view on Kashmir. 
That, thousands of years 
ago, this beautiful piece of 
land was a huge water body. 
There ware no mountains, no dense 
forests and no lush-green meadows 
ornamented with colourful flowers. It 
was water е! vhere. There were, of 
course, some islands, miles apart from 
each other, which are now visible as the 
summits of the gigantic Himalayas, 

How did this transformation take 
place? Quoted from the legends, histori- 
ans say this huge water body or satisar 
was under Ше control of demons con- 
trolled by the ferocious Jaldev. Then, 
| came seer Kashyap who killed Jaldev 
with the help of a goddess Sharika Devi. 
| The rishi demolished a dam near 

Khadanyar (ín Baramulla of North 
| Kashmir). The water gradually drained 
| out and Paradise on Earth was born. 
| Geologists do not betray the legend. 
| but, they have a scientific explanation 
| for the birth of the picturesque Valley. 
| They say that a volcanic eruption trig- 

gered the process of draining out water. 
| "The presence of huge lakes like the Dal, 

Wollar and Manasbal, besides hundreds 

of satellite water bodies, is also 

explained on this theory. 

Rishi Kashyap is believed to have 
encouraged people from outside the 
world to settle in the Valley. The first 
inhabitants settled down on mountain 
peaks and high plateaus as the water 
level had not receded to that level. 
There are traces of grappling stones on 
peaks, believed to have been used by 
ancient Kashmiíris to fasten their boats. 

Much to the satisfaction of historians 
and archaeologists, a missing link with 
the Valley's past was unearthed in South 
Kashmir last month. Engineers and 
experts of the Archeological Survey of 
India discovered traces of an ancient 
urban civilisation at Kutbal plateau, 125 
kms from Srinagar. 

"This is the discovery of century in 

| Kashmir. We have dug out an ancient 
settlement which would go a long way in 
tracing and recording our roots", sald 

; an exalted Muhammad Shafi Zahid, 

| deputy director of the archives depart- 

| ment and the man behind the find. 

| "The presence of such an old and 
developed civilisation on a plateau gives 

| eredence to the theory that Каз 

| was once a satisar and people had set- 
Ued down on plateaus when the water 


p w pyy 


began to drain out”, he said. 

The dichotomy, however, is intrigu- 
ing. The urban settlement, believed to 
be of 5000 BC, when Buddhism was the 
State religion in Kashmir, has been 
found at a place where impoverished 
Gujjar herdsman live. They never knew 
that beneath their shacks were well- 
designed pavements which one cannot 
think of constructing in the 21st century, 

It was a tip-off from locals that Zahid 
and his team learnt about the archeo- 
logical treasure. A Gujjar Muhmmad 
Yasin was constructing a new hut for his 
family when he came across finely 
baked terracotta tiles while digging 


earth for laying the foundation of his 
house. The labourers were аро к 
hat these tiles were attractively 
oen) , they tried to hide the dis- 
that if the authorities 
came to know, they would be driven out. 
"But, 1 managed to get the information 
and went to y pene 
ver,” Zahid sai 
Powe worked like goldsmiths g 
with utmost care. When we c just 
5 feet of earth, we found the treasure Д 
recalls Ghulam Rasool. senior excava- 
tor. The archaeologists discovered a tile 
pavement laid out in concentric circles 
With a full blown lotus in the centre. 


а чач маса знн ча 
— fumum Ge 
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The sequence of the tiles speaks vol- 
umes about the geometrical sense of 
ancient people. The most amazing are 
the tiles stamped in a variety of motifs 
depicting human beings in different pos- 
tures, animals, mystical creatures, бога 
and fauna and other imaginative sketch- 
es. 

"The most amazing discovery was 
that of a tile depicting an elephant with 
а mahavat on its back. The elephant is 
carrying a flower in its trunk while the 
таласа! is holding а stick or a sword. 
The elephant motifs have never been 
found in Kashmir before", Zahid said. 
The tiles are inscribed with the now- 
defunct Kharoshthi numerals. 

Historians say that the archeological 
findings at Kutbal are of {гете 
historical importance. The tiles depict 
various facets of a bygone civilisation”, 
said Kashif Nazir Pandit, a history lec- 
turer, The initial findings suggest the 
urban civilisation was highly advanced. 
"The findings will throw light on reli- 
gious, social, economic and artistic life 
of these ancient settlers”, Pandit said. 

So far, 69 tiles sequenced in a pave- 
ment have been found. The path is 
believed to lead the archaeologists to a 
settlement expanded on several 
hectares of land. “We have stopped 

excavation due to lack of funds and 
infrastructure. The authorities have not 
shown Interest", Zahid lamented. 

i arose when the 
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Excelsior Correspondent 


JAMMU, Mar 30: The Depa- 
mment of Archives Archacology 
| and Museums of the State 
| Government has retrieved back 

pU its lost sculpture of 
5 1 ! eighteen armed "Durga 
КАЛЕ Mabishasurmardini" 
Archacological 
Survey of India New 
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| Greater Kashmir XA 


ЕТ Йе! 


Students took at rare photographs of Kashmi, 


the Government Women's College on Saturday. 


DRE pra ee? 
Bar Sunsrtw | back 
| Kashmir the sculpture 
surfaced in the collection 
f Museum 





| the authorities of ASI 
New Dethi made hard 
| efforts for its retrieval! 


Prime Minist 
| Narendra Modhi 
received the sculpture| £ 
from 
Chancellor 
Markel during his visit! 
to India and then PM handed it 
over to the authorities of ASI 
New Delhi. 

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Government deputed a team of 
departmental experts along with a 
crew of J&K Police Department 
to retrieve back rare sculpture 
belonging to this soil from 
Archaeological Survey of India 
and it is now under the custody of 
Jammu and Kashmir Department 
E 4 of Archives Archaeology and 
| Museums, Tbe Sculpture will Бе 
| displayed in the new Museum 
| Building SPS Museums Srinagar, 


(Си 


Jourjon 





| Deptt of Archives retrieves ost 
| sculpture of 18 armed Durga 


which will be soon opened foi 

general public for their education, 
enjoyment, entertainment, know!-| 
edge etc. The Department placed) 
on record appreciation for 15 
recovery to the authorities of the 


Archaeological Survey of India as 
well as Director General of J&K| 
Police for all cooperation and 
help for its safe custody to the 
Department of Archives 
Archaeology and Muscums J&! 
Govt. 

Director Archives M S Zahi 
said that recovery and repatriatio! 
of the ancient sculpture is a 
news for the art lovers of the Sats 
end all efforts will be made for it: 
preservation to posterity. He Hy 
the sculpture із а testimony to thd 
fect that Kashmir belonged to пей 
ancient culture and cjvilization. | 
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‘Need to explore 
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hidden heritage site 








ед at SPS МИЕШ 


ervation and poste: 


manoornpreer 
‘The director said 
Srinagar:Divisional Commissioner mentsanddiscover 
Kashmir Baseer Ahmad Khan Tues- made during there 
day said despite alt odds Kashmir has Coin boards bam 
preserved the rich heritage. from Barthna, Srina 
Speaking as a chief guost on the QUNM ANA 
WoridHeritage Day which was cèl- iii 
ebrated by Directorate of Archives, стест an 
Archaeology and Museums here at M HM 
Lal Mandi, Khan said there isa need pote А 
ра никако “The departmen 
пукано needio éste the studenta pee oes cin 
towards the heritage and culture. researchers.” 3 
he said. Archives and Mo 
Khan said that the he would leave established recen 
nostoneunturned to look after the said, Hesaid thatthe World Heritage seumand Dogra Art Musnan, Jamme,” — heritage tourism, 
newly constructed museum in the issharedwealthofmankand. “Protect. ssid the director, “Wehave mtrodi 
heart of Srinagar. ing, preserving this valuable asset НеЗРЗ Museum золе biggest — noalheritagecalen 
Director Archives, Archasologyand demands collective efforts from the  musrums of the country where in 201510 showcase Y 
Museurnt JK Mohammad ShafiZahid community.” vat 70,000 objects are preserved. the slate, preserved 
while speaking on theoceasion sald He said the day offers an opporta A majestic museum complex has of Archives, Arch 
that there was a need toexplorethe nity to raise the public awareness  becnconétructedrecentlyandaimost шп” 
hidden heritagesites Healsopitened about thediversityefculturalheritage 90% collection has been shifted toit,” Curator SPS Mus 
for the revival of existing cultural and the efforts that are required to he said. mad банал Шо тро 
heritage in the Valiey protect, conserve, as well as draw "The interior designing und the ау. and said that they 
Тазы зай thatheritagn з кылай йрт attantion to {ta vulnerability, cuthe said has satisfied thedesirecf — Kashunir's histo 
and an asset of a nation and it is the During the event, a special adibi. tourists and visitors. foods. 
we a ee lai tion on “Recent Findings and Rare “Тһе visitors can take bestofthe “Despite the fou 
Dene: was also held at the — faciitiescm a nominal fee witch can preserve the beri 
yo AE er te useful for them,” he варі which inavailablet 
There is. a need to explore the hidden are manuscripts are an attempt He said JK state has 52 state pro and sculpture in t 
heritage tites which would further to boost the heritage J&K has adis tected and 88 centrally monuments said, 
help boost the tourism sector of tbe tinet religious, linguis and sites which if showeased shali This year the th 
state,” the director said. the region which forms Из composite form a part of tourism and boost the pie eiie i 
Theeventwssatiendedbystudents heritage culture," be said. economy. а 
LOWE C oor 
кі this Багі оста 
"Scholars, academicians have to кач tage bat Fort, Madin sahib тиле a context ofthe 2000 
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Vohra visits Museum Complex 


BKREWS NETWORK 
Srinagar, Oct 16: The 
multi-storeyed Museum 
Complex in the city is all 
set to be inaugurated on 
December 30, officials 
said after governor, N N 
"vex "Thursday MES 

complex. 
Ап alicia кат said 
Vohra, went round vari- 
ous blocks and reviewed 

Si pee of ces x 
Interacting wi of 
ficers and the engineers, 
Vohra indicated that an 
eminent expert would be 


rd 
Ve. JA CLA n 


requested to advise on the 
display of artifacts in the 
galleries in the new com- 
plex. | 
He discussed the project. 
details with the engineers 
and was apprised that the 
Museum Complex is es- 
timated to cost Rs 30.74 
The complex will comprise 
three components - тат! 
museum buil , the ad-| 
ministrative block and the! 

car parking area — and! 
will have an overall floor. [= 
area of about 1.05 lakh) |ы 
square feet. 
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The earliest flower of Kashmir 


numerous petals. These petals are 


оске the motif has been 
as smack form. This flower 
n оа mast af the bricks of 
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‘Srinagar Моу25 ,* 


Culture and archival herita- 
ќе may no doubt Бе facing 
neglect on account Of lack 
of local appreciation here, 
but jt glory. nevertheless 
makes ita big attraction for 
others ‘even їп thc foreign 
lands. ДЕ 
According to М 5 Zah- 
id. Deputy Director Arch- 
ives, Archeology and Mu- 
Seums, two historical seulp- 
turesof Hindu deities Lord 
Мшїйтз апа Goddess Kali of 






isclected for exhibition 
of Kashmiri art in America, 


Та een 


| 2| 


ї ea SEE Ee уби оаа L E о 


century Kashmir have % 


next year. The exhibition, пе 
said would be held under the 
aegis of Asia Society and 
Queens Museum of Art, 
New York in October 2007 
and 2008. 

He informed that Dr. 
Pratapaditya Pal, scholar 
and curator of Indian art, 
Asia Society was recently 
in Srinagar in connection 
with World Heritage Week 
К by the depart- 
ment, during which he se- 
lected these two invaluable 
artifacts in possession of 
department of Archaeology, 
Archives and Museums, 
Jammu and Kashmir, 

Dr. Pal. the author of a 


Kasumin Imaces 
Nov. 26, 2006" 


Kashmiri sculptures set to | 
е Showcased by US museum 


book да Kashmir's bronze 
art — ‘Bronze Art in Kash- 


mir’, selected the two sculp- 


tures which were excavated 
from Zurhama village in 
northern border district of 
Kupwara, early this year. 
The selected sculpture 
is the Lord Vishnu’s four- 
headed figure, riding on a 
‘garuda’ - eagle-like bird. "It 
is the rarest and unique 
piece of bronze art in our 
possession," said Zahid. 
He said that two more 
sculptures of goddess 
Umma Maheshwari and 
Baharvi were also recovered 
during excavation in the vil- 
lage. The goddess Mahes- 


Show from Page Ts 


hwari has the heads of. 
Shiva and Parvati carved on 
her right thigh. 

The Zurhama is the 8th 
finding of the state's Ar- 
chaeology department in 
the past three years. The 
Most attractive of these find- 
ings was the excavation of 
first century terracotta tile 
pavements at Kutabal in 
south Kashmir, reflecting 
the aesthetics of Kashmiri 
people and their devotion 
to art and beauty even in 
primitive period, 

Zahid informed that the 
motifs on these tiles depict 
human beings, some 

9 Show on Page 2 
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1 ; Ray cree Ha Th reer йы 
sembling the mythological creatures Tike satyrs x 
ficos He said similar tile pavement had earlier been found i 
at Hutmara. Harwan and Pahalgam villages. which e 
the images of animal, geometrical figures aud flowers M 
well."Some of these tile heads resemble Lord Buddha,” 1 
К с Za hid. 2 ad 24 
а АНИ а орди department maintains a Museum in | 
Srinagar, which is а treasure trove of Kashuir's PET | 
civilization, but has unfortunately been facing neglec та 
which has brought about a bie и R m x We 
safety and security of the artifacts 
Pales areae lotot doubts about the Mas ее 
authorities to maintain the treasured heritage of t e 
E b 5 е. there is а hand- 
Of the many other things housed here. the os 
written copy of holy Quran, with the seal of Mughal ng 
Aurangzeb on its back page, and sage wie copies 
Bhagwat Geeta, Persian poet Firdousi's "Sha eel 
Shaikh Saidi's ‘Gulistan’ are other invaluable WS s ps 
seum at Lalmandi also has around 39^ 
„ана bronze coins. These саса cd 
hc punch-mark coins 10 the 19th geny A ARRE 
ruler Atta Mohammad Khan's Currency. 7 А As а 
ruler's currency bears thé пате5 of two y ВАС 
Sufi saints - Shaikh Nooruddin Wali (RA) a 
akhdoom (RA). 3 2 
Ge E UE. old document written on E ds) 4: 
- birch tree (‘bhoj patra’), bearing p og aedes 
amic scholars of that time, is an atlidavi Sui ai 




















mcs i land to the 
бы: on а hoge ce Ae old Srinagar, W 
„Shaikh Hamz and lis d рез remain buried. з 3 















































M Gmail Mohamad Shafi Zahid <mszshid LashmirG@ mail com». 








Mail from Prof. Shinde, Deccan Coliego 


Vice Chanceller, Deccon Catlege «vc 
Ty ташы! змеи Дота con. абтар бута com 





Tha, May 1, 2097 at $201 PM. 
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Heritage Brochure 
Museums Departmen 
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| 
irecti ng the alters VceDurceior 
| direction of informing the Кеса 
d heritage. Pott бода end Research inisto 
т i (Deemed to be Uwe] 
j | Ara 411092 


Thank you for sen и л Рм: Сем 322) 
| м 9101589 202 





With best wishes, eure ac ылай) 





Director, 

Archives, Archeology & M 
Jammu & Kashmir 
Srinagar. 
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| 7 Govt. College for Women Nawakadal ; © GOVT OF ASSAM 
r ; “OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF ARCHIVES 
Srinagar, Kashmir (J&K) 


ASSAM! : DISPUR. 
(ХААС Ве Accredited Grade А) | 
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Dated Dispur the 17“ February 2015 





Dr. D Sonowal 
Director of Archives, Asam 
Dispis, Скай: 781006. 





Directorate of Archives, Archaeology & Muscums, 
Lal Mandi, Srinagar 






jf Archives, Archaeology 
Ad 
Moeun 


Sub: Release of Heritage Brochure - 2017, 


Sr. 









| 

| Mobarak Miei. oid Secretariat | 

Please refer to your letter No. DAMA/Pub АМА-1202/2017, dated: 19-04-2017 jamms Govt ef IU. | 
regarding the above noted subject. In this connection the undersigned feels | оо) | | 

pleasure on receipt of Heritage Brochure - 2017. More-so, teachers & students | | ET Хоч | 

will be advised to visit SPS Museum, Lal Mandi, Srinagor to their convenience. | | 

| | Ret No DAMA-Pub AD-Xs 2015 250-07 dt | 

| | 

| Г | 
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"ict as cited Shove , 1 am do 
calendar for the year 2015" 
1 eld of show case, Ax 
anying out the cultural notion OF your" 

sant calendar by your Directonte fy 





receipt uf the И 
Which contisted ша heritsge of your state and әсә 

“кж. the calendar will serve our purpose 
и The process of publication of this sigar 
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